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He is busy assimilating present-day real-world social issues into the reel world. We are all proud
to say that the story and scripting of the recent hit movie "Madhura Manohara Moham" were
done by a banker. And he is the Talented Banker of this week!

Mahesh Gopal
IDBI
Kalpetta Branch

He is the elder of the two kids of retired BSNL employee K.Gopalakrishnan, and Leela Gopalan,
born in Kollam Pattathanam - a place where many drama centres like Kalidasa Kala Kendra,
Vayalar Nataka Vedi, were born. It might be a coincidence that Mahesh started his schooling in
the Kollam Jawahar Bala Bhavan which was founded by none other than Achani Ravi who
brought about noticeable transformations in the Malayalam film industry. Yet another
coincidence is that the renowned young director of Malayalam movies, Anwar Rashid was his
classmate. He studied in St. Joseph's school from 1st grade to 4th grade, and then till 10th grade
at St. Aloysius school. He did his pre-degree from Kollam S N College and BBA from UIT College
Kollam.

He won many prizes at school and Sub District level Youth Festivals for Drama while at school.
His attention was drawn to the world of writing through the short stories and poems he started
writing while at college.

He was introduced to movies by his father who would take the whole family to enjoy every
movie when it got released in theatres. He was madly in love with movies, and he remembers
how his mother used to get his food ready before he set off to watch the early morning fans
show. He also thankfully remembers all his friends and teachers in school and college who
encouraged the artist in him. He also expressed his sorrow in losing his friend Munnu who was
his constant support from the beginning of his dream.

His father advised him to first secure a job before running off to catch his 'filmy' dreams, and he
joined the Nice coaching institute at Kollam to prepare for bank tests. Thus he secured a job at
IDBI Bank, joining the Sarakki Lake Branch Bangalore. He then travelled within the bank from
Vazhuthacaud to Changanassery to Attingal to Tharikkare, Karnataka to Pattambi, and reached
Kalpetta branch where he presently works.

While working in the Vazhuthacaud branch, he started writing stories and script for short films.
His short films were presented in various short film festivals conducted all over the country.
"Iniyoru Mazhayay", his first such short film where he wrote the script and the song, won many



awards. Then he wrote the script for short films "Oru Kannadikkadha", "My Valentine",
"Varabhalam" and for a short film "Pakal Mayumbol" directed by his colleague in the bank. He
was congratulated for his work by the young director, Midhun Manuel Thomas. Mahesh
grabbed this opportunity and went over to directly narrate his various stories to the director
and got to write the story for the movie "Alamara". This was his first step into the movie land.
His excitement had no words!

It was with the encouragement of another colleague, Anand.S.P that prompted him to write the
story of the hit movie "Madhura Manohara Moham". He discussed the story with his friends in
the film industry, Anwar Rashid, Dipu Karunakaran, Sunil Ibrahim, and with producer B C Joshy,
actor Jayaram, Directors Jijo Antony, Salaam Babu, Nizam Basheer, Prashobh... and i became a
real project with Stephy Xavier.

His wife Sonia who is a PWD Assistant Engineer, is the one putting his stories to paper as he
narrates. They are blessed with a four-year-old daughter, Meghaleena. His younger sister
Reshmi Gopal is a Branch Manager in a private bank in Kollam.

Mahesh is ever thankful to his organization which supports his artistic endeavours.
We all look forward to many many more beautiful heart-touching stories from this young writer

who is inspired by Padmarajan's stories and movies. We wish this wonderful Talented Banker
and his family a prosperous and peaceful life ahead.



